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A study of the media coverage of the Yemenite Babies Affair - the story of the alleged kidnapping of

hundreds of Yemenite babies from their families upon arrival to Israel in the early 1950s.

ExaminingÂ the role played by the media and by racism, this book is part of a growing trend to

expand perspectives within Israeli scholarship.
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Oppression of the Yemenite by Their Ashkenazi BrethrenIt was at the beginning of the nation state's

history that almost the entire Jewish population of Yemen was airlifted to Israel in what was called

"operation magic carpet". The story made front page and everyone thought they would live happily

ever after. Unfortunately their was a very dark side to this "In gathering of the Exiles" thousands of

babies were kidnapped or went missing depending on who your listen to.The Yemenite Jews

complained but no one in the government listened. Today it is still open wound. A wound that will

nOt heal until a proper investigation occurs and the truth is revealed. The obstacle to this revelation

is the Istaeli govt.Yemenite author , shoshana madmoni Gerber, has investigated the Israeli

government's cover up of this issue through the lenses of scholarly critique and a thorough analysis

of how the Israeli government has historically treated the Jews from the Middle East.From the

beginning Israel has maintained itself as a European country smack dab in the Middle East.

Anything Arabic or Middle Eastern was deemed as primative and barbaric, that included Middle

Eastern Jews. In order to reduce their dependency on local Palestinian labor the Ashkenazi Zionists

imported Middle Eatern or Mizrachi Jews over as cheap labor.Once brought over the Muzrachim



were doused with DDT and put into tin shacks, while Ashkenazi Jews were given better housing

and living conditions. The Yemenites were traAted even worse. They were subject to physical

abuse, theft of sacred objects and the kidnapping of their children. When they tried to make their

voices heard the Israeli press was instrumental in silencing them.
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